
 
 
 
Stephen Moralee 
Assistant Director 
Planning & Regulatory Services 
PO Box 604 
Barnsley 
S70 9FE 
 
 
6th April 2012 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
Re: 2012/0315 – Proposed Nickel Recycling, Plot 4 Fall Bank Ind Est Dodworth 
 
I wish to object to the proposed change of use from B1, B2 and B8 to heavy industrial 
nickel recycling and the installation of a thermal oxidiser chimney stack.  
 
I live approximately 100 yards from Unit 4, Fall Bank Industrial Estate and have the 
following concerns: 
 

• Why was I not informed in writing of such a major development?  I am 
appalled that I took a concerned neighbour to carry out a “door knock” of 
nearby properties to advise me of the proposed recycling plant. 

 
• Nickel is an extremely dangerous metal, why is this being recycled so close to 

a residential area?  The dangers of nickel to humans, animals and the 
environment are widely documented, it is known as the “depression and 
suicide mineral” as it is associated with these feelings.  It is a deadly toxic 
metal. 
 
The Health & Safety Executive (www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg351.pdf) and 
Health Protection Agency (www.hpa.org.uk) have issued warnings regarding 
the effects of nickel (including nickel compounds and particles – soluble and 
insoluble).  The evidence shows it causes cancer, respiratory problems, skin 
diseases, foetal development problems, nausea, abdominal pain, the list is 
seemingly endless. 
 
The Health Protection Agency states that nickel should not be released into 
the environment!  During mining and recycling nickel finds its way into the air 
– it cannot be completely removed during recycling and if ingested by humans 
or animals cannot be excreted – it remains in the body forever (similar to 
mercury). 



 
 

• ELG Haniel Metals Ltd are proposing to recycle 10,000 tons of nickel per 
year, this may seem a relatively small amount, but why do they need such a 
large site?  Plot 4 Fall Bank Industrial Estate covers 2.15 hectares.  I suspect 
they will want to increase the tonnage considerably if planning is approved 
and there will be little to prevent them expanding and acquiring the adjoining 
unit which is currently unoccupied.  A Barnsley Councillor has also confirmed 
this point, saying that once a company has its “foot in the door”, it is difficult 
to refuse future planning applications. 

 
It doesn’t make sense that a company with such a large presence in Sheffield 
and Rotherham should want to set up an operation in Dodworth.  I am sure 
there must be other industrial sites in around these areas that are more suitable 
for this type of development. 

 
• Fall Bank Industrial Estate is generally used for retail units and light-use 

manufacturing.  The proposed change of use to heavy industry recycling in not 
in keeping with the area and I am concerned that if this development is 
approved it will set a precedent and will encourage other companies to use 
Dodworth as a dumping ground for toxic waste. 
 

• The proposed site is situated less than 100 yards from residential houses and 
adjoins green belt land, open county side and woodlands.  The recycling of 
such a dangerous metal is not suitable for a semi-rural site.  I have carried out 
extensive research on nickel recycling and all other recycling sites are located 
in heavy built up industrial areas – there are none in semi-rural areas. 
 
The location is not suitable for this type of industry.  There are 6,000 residents 
in Dodworth (a former coal mining village) with a large number of retired 
miners still residing in the area.  Some already suffer from respiratory 
problems and their health conditions will acerbate further if they inhale toxic 
particles. 
 
There are two schools in Dodworth and it is unfair that young children will be 
exposed to the dangers of breathing in poisonous particulates – it is neither 
their choice nor that of the local residents.  The recycling plant is being forced 
upon the local community – it is not something we want.  I certainly would not 
have chosen to live in the area had the site already been established. 
 
The impact of toxic particles will affect the people and communities of 
Dodworth, Silkstone, Silkstone Common and surrounding areas.  The 
proposed site is on one of the highest points in Barnsley and toxic particles, 
other emissions and odours will be dispersed by wind and rain throughout the 
area poisoning communities, wildlife and the environment. 



 
 

• The huge bespoke chimney detailed in the planning documents does not 
identify the level of noise and odours that will be emitted.  It is the first of its 
kind in the UK and I am astounded that further environmental testing has not 
been carried out.   How can a chimney that has not been tested be built so 
close to a residential area, surely further tests are required.  It is highly 
irresponsible to utilise this site as an “experiment”. 
 

• The four flood lights will cause light pollution to the nearby residential 
properties and surrounding areas. 
 

• The site will be a dumping ground for toxic waste metal and will look like a 
scrap yard and have a detrimental affect on the area. 
 

• The proposed site will have a dramatic effect on the house prices in the area.  
One buyer has already decided not to proceed with purchasing a property in 
our cul-de-sac stating the recycling development as the reason not to buy.   
 
The residents on Champany Fields have invested in the local community 
spending in the region of £250,000 to buy a home – I feel our house will be 
un-sellable and worthless if the development is approved. 
 
The development at Champany Fields has brought considerable wealth into 
the area.  I am worried that if the application is approved, residents will leave 
the estate and invest their money elsewhere.  What will ELG employees bring 
to the area? 
 

• The recycling plant intends to operate 24 hours per day for 7 days per week.  
The noise of HGV vehicles unloading/loading, the actual recycling process 
(swarf being crushed and sent through a vibratory shaker) and the noise from 
the gas fired rotary kiln and chimney will disturb the residents and local 
community particularly during the night time and at weekends.  If the 
application is approved and noise is an issue who can we turn to to complain?  
Will anyone listen if we lodge a complaint?  Will anything be done about it? 

 
I don’t want to sit in my garden during the Summer breathing in toxic 
carcinogens and foul smelling odours, listening to the humming noises of a 
gas fired furnace and the noise of forklift trucks and HGVs.  It is not 
acceptable and totally irresponsible of ELG Haniel Metals Ltd to select this 
site. 

 
• Health & Safety is vitally important – not only are we talking of the recycling 

of a dangerous metal but there will be a risk of explosion from the gas fired 
furnace potentially causing a catastrophe in the local community and 
surrounding villages.  I am thinking of the explosion at Chernobyl in 1986, the 
effects of which are still being uncovered some 25 years on.  Has a detailed 
risk assessment been carried out to identify health and safety issues at the site 
and surrounding areas? 



 
 
• I understand the company will employ in the region of 15 staff with 75%  

being deployed from other sites.  There is no economic value for this 
development, it is not going to have an impact on the 8.4% unemployed in 
Barnsley. 
 

• The countryside around Dodworth and Silkstone is beautiful and we are lucky 
to have easy access to lots of footpaths and country walks.  It is such a shame 
that this will be tarnished by a glorified scrap yard recycling toxic waste and 
spewing out carcinogens into the atmosphere. 
 

•  I would like to see a full Environmental Impact Assessment carried out.  I 
have studied the EIA Screening Option and I disagree with BMBC comments 
stating that the site is not in an environmentally sensitive area – it overlooks 
green belt fields and woodland which is an environmentally sensitive area.   
 
I also disagree with the statement “the development is unlikely to have 
significant environmental effects by virtue of characteristics, location and the 
nature of potential impacts” in view of my earlier comments. 
 
 The Screening Option also confirms that there is “potential pollution to air 
and noise pollution” and states the site is not adjacent to densely populated 
areas – this is incorrect, there is a densely populated area less than 100 yards 
from the proposed development and the size of the population affected in 
Dodworth alone is 6,000.  
 

If the application is approved it will have a devastating effect on the residents of 
Champany Fields and the Dodworth area.  Businesses are all about profit and keeping 
their shareholders happy, they are not concerned about local residents and the 
environment.  I wonder if the Chairman of ELG would welcome a toxic waste 
recycling plant on his door step!  Definitely not – it is the old NIMBY scenario – Not 
In My Back Yard.  Well I don’t want this in my back yard and would urge Barnsley 
Council to reject this proposal as soon as possible. 
 
Please consider the local communities and people of Barnsley, the wildlife and 
countryside.  I can see nothing positive about the development and urge you not to 
support this proposal. 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read my concerns and please would keep me up to 
date with how the application is progressing. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 


